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Ordered Two Bare Root Bushes

First Leap of Faith!

  

Visit to Canada – July 2010

Exploration:
• Googled “Cold Hardy

Fruit Canada” 
• Discovered “Haskap” aka

“Honeyberries” were
being studied at the
University of
Saskatchewan, 1 mile
away!

• Tasted first haskap berries
at a friend's farm

• The rest is “history!”

  

Birth of an Idea: U-Pick Farm/Nursery

Resourcefulness:
• Husband asked, “How are

you going to pay for it?”
• Replied: “I'll sell plants!”

• Strawberry Farm in
Minnesota

• Saskatoons in Canada



  

 

  

Beginnings of the Orchard

• 120 plants arrived September 2010
• Planted into garden to overwinter as didn't have site prepared
• Get the Ball Rolling!

  

/Users/bernis/Documents/Videos/BestHUSAvideos/MSU/Northwoods Adventure_ Picking Berries At The Honeyberry Farm2019.mp4#Northwoods Adventure 2019

Video Visit to our Farm

  

 Growing: Planting, Pruning, Pests

  

Don't ! 
water/weed

your
honeyberry

OR Do " water/weed/feed with
compost tea/kitchen scraps

What happens when you….



  

 

  

Harvesting Techniques

  

Predators

# Birds prefer smaller berries, will bite off ends of big berries
# Foxes, racoons, dogs like the berries. Bet bears do too!

# Cedar waxwings
congregate en masse,
along with some local
robbins

  

Netting - Overhead 
(Oesco SmartNet / Plantra Avigard)



  

 

  

1 week later

  

17'
draped

net
from

Plantra
(3/4” holes
trap birds

unless
suspended
away from

bushes)

  

• 6' steel posts
• PVC pipe with caps
• Drill hole through

caps and loop
through galvanized
guide wire

• Drape Plantra 17'
wide net

• Secure net to
ground with
landscaping staples

Sindelar Orchard at Cedar Rapids, IA. Loop
design Jeff Sindelar, photo credit: Deb
Sindelar

Loop It!

  Green berries grow for three weeks and then…

  Start turning color…



  

 

  
Within a day berries turn purple, 
another day dark blue. But wait!

  

Honeyberries need another 2-3 weeks to 
sweeten and fully mature.

Later harvest: larger fruit, higher sugar, lower acidity,
increased anthocyanins and polyphenols

  

Is it ripe enough?

• Refractometer 
measures soluble
solids (sugars)
(avg 11-16 brix)

Your taste buds
will tell!

  

Glacier Valley,
Wisconsin

www.glacierv.com

Containers (Tills)
Trays

Signs

$12 Hip basket



  

 

  

Shakers

Reciprocating saw with
homemade attachment

Olive harvester
~$1,000

  

IndigoSuperTech
Waxwing
Harvester
~$2K USD

  

Blow away the debris
Initially used leaf

blower to remove a
lot of debris

Then vintage blueberry
cleaning system inspired

friend to design….

  

Redneck Ver. 1.0

Chute-N-Go



  

 

  

•Signboard is washable

Chute-N-Go
Redneck Deluxe Version 2.0

  

Video Break

 
/Users/bernis/Documents/Videos/BestHUSAvideos/MSU/2018-07-04TailgateLadiesHarvestingBorealisBerryBlue.MOV

/Users/bernis/Documents/Videos/BestHUSAvideos/MSU/12019-06-30HBHarvesting639INFACOATRAX.MOV

/Users/bernis/Documents/Videos/BestHUSAvideos/MSU/22019-06-30HBHarvesting634INFACOJeffPouringBerriesGem.MOV

/Users/bernis/Documents/Videos/BestHUSAvideos/MSU/32019-06-30HBHarvesting635ChuteNGo.MOV

 



 

 

  

Varietal Differences

  

Mildew

Berry Blue™

Aurora

• Mildew usually starts in the
heat of summer, after harvest. 

• Susceptibility varies
tremendously between
varieties.

• Russian varieties tend to be
earlier blooming and more
susceptible than the Japanese.

• Some leaf browning is from
sun and wind burn.

• Plants bounce back next year



  

 

  

Early – Russian
Berry Blue™ (Czech #17)

• 6' tall & wide, upright growth, 
tubular tart berries, some berries drop

  

Russian
bloom early
leaves susceptible

to sun scald
heavy leaf cover
tubular berries
tarter berries add

depth to jams

Russian/
Kuril/Japanese 

bloom a few days
later to 4 weeks
later

heavy leaf cover
plump oblong

berries
preferred fresh

eating

Japanese
bloom a few weeks

later
leaves are most

resilient to sun
berries more visible
oval berries
preferred fresh eating

Varietal Distinctives

  

Early – Russian/Kuril  (U of S)
Aurora * Honey Bee * Indigo Gem

• 4-6' tall
• Leaves medium resilient

• Plump berries
• Excellent flavor

  

Japanese/Russian
# Blizzard
# Beauty
# Beast

Beast

Late
Bloomers
(U of S)



  

 

  

A visit to The Honeyberry Farm
YouTube channel: HoneyberryUSA

Presentation pdfs: www.honeyberryusa.com

  

  

Special thanks to our Sponsor

And God said, Let grass come up on the earth, and plants 
producing seed, and fruit-trees giving fruit, in which is their seed,

after their sort: and it was so. 
And grass came up on the earth, and every plant producing

seed of its sort, and every tree producing fruit, in which is its seed,
of its sort: and God saw that it was good. (Gen. 1:11, 12)

  

Visit The Honeyberry Farm at Bagley, MN, or 
online at www.honeyberryusa.com


